• Parent involvement in education is associated with improved behavioral and socioemotional outcomes for children, parents, and teachers (
• Parent engagement extends beyond parent involvement to include behavioral and psychological indicators that demonstrate a parent's active, long-term commitment to their child's learning and development.
• Family engagement in services for children is linked to several positive outcomes.
When families are engaged:
• Retention, satisfaction, and levels of participation are improved (Hoagwood, 2005) and barriers are reduced (McKay & Bannon, 2004 );
• Children's access to intervention are increased (Angold, Messer, Stangl, Farmer, Costello, & Burns, 1998) ;
• Improvements are observed in parenting skills and knowledge, and parent-child interactions (Charlop-Christy & Carpenter, 2000) ; and
• Positive outcomes for children are observed (Kazdin & Whitley, 2003) .
• Parent engagement is operationalized through roles and responsibilities such as active participation in decision-making, communication and collaboration with teachers, and follow through on methods to support learning during out of school time.
• Linking engagement strategies to the delivery of high quality treatments may amplify the potential long-term impact of effective treatments for children and families (Dishion & Stormshak, 2007; Hoagwood, 2005) .
• Family risk factors (e.g., low-income, single parent, low maternal education) may be related to a parent's ability to engage in their child's education and assist in developing goals and intervention plans for their child (Baydar, Reid, & WebsterStratton, 2003) .
• Parent and teacher perceptions of acceptability and satisfaction with intervention services and the degree to which they believe that their needs are being met may also relate to parent's degree of engagement in the consultation process. (CBC; Sheridan & Kratochwill, 2008; Sheridan, Kratochwill, & Bergan, 1996) • Conjoint behavioral consultation (CBC) is a structured, indirect model of service delivery wherein a consultant works collaboratively with parents, teachers, and support staff to address the academic, behavioral, and social needs of a child (Sheridan & Kratochwill, 2008; Sheridan, Kratochwill, & Bergan, 1996) .
Conjoint Behavioral Consultation
• CBC promotes a partnership by focusing on the interactions between the child and primary systems in his or her life, thus strengthening the relationship across home and school through joint goal setting and collaborative decision-making; while building skills and competencies within families and schools and promoting participation and collaboration among systems.
• CBC has received substantial empirical support for addressing a variety of academic, social, and behavioral needs for children in elementary (Sheridan et al., 2001 ) and early childhood programs (Sheridan et al., 2006) .
• An empirically supported measure is needed to examine parent engagement in the consultation process to assist in future intervention efforts for children and families.
• Research has yet to investigate the relationship between parent engagement in consultation and (a) family risk factors, (b) parent acceptability, satisfaction, and perceptions of goal attainment with consultation, (c) teacher acceptability, satisfaction, and perceptions of goal attainment with consultation.
PURPOSE OF STUDY AND RESEARCH QUESTIONS
• The purposes of this study are to determine the psychometric properties of a parent engagement scale, and to identify the relationship between family factors and their degree of engagement in CBC.
o What is the reliability of the Engagement in Consultation Scale?
o What is the relationship between parent risk factors (i.e., socioeconomic status, mother's education, number of adults in the home) and parent engagement in CBC?
o What is the relationship between parent and teacher satisfaction, acceptability, and perceptions of consultation outcomes and parent engagement in CBC?
METHODS

Participants:
• Participants were involved in federally-funded investigations examining CBC as a means to promote parent engagement, positive child outcomes, and home-school collaboration in a variety of school settings.
• Parents of 30 children referred for CBC due to behavioral, academic, and socialemotional concerns were involved in this study. 
Setting
• CBC cases were conducted in preschool, elementary, and middle schools in a moderately sized Midwestern community.
Variables and Measures
• Parent Engagement in CBC: Examined using the Engagement in Consultation Scale. • Family Income:
o Parents reported family annual income based on 3 categories ranging from less than $15,000 to more than $30, 000.
• Social Validity o Goal Attainment Scale (GAS; Kiresuk, Smith, & Cardillo, 1994) 5-point Likert scale assessing parent and teacher perceptions of the degree to which consultation goals were met o Consultant Evaluation Form (CEF; Erchul, 1987) 12 item, 7-point Likert scale measuring parents' and teachers' satisfaction with the consultant Behavior Rating Intervention Scale -Revised (Acceptability factor; BIRS-R; Elliott & Von Brock Treuting, 1991) 15 item, 6-point Likert scale assessing parents' and teachers' acceptability of CBC Procedures
• Development of the scale was based on previous literature in the areas of family involvement in education and client engagement in mental health settings, and group consensus.
• Six broad areas of consultee engagement were identified: Shares Information, Participates in Decision-making, Communicates Effectively, Provides Supportive Statements, Is Sensitive and Responsive, and Engages in Actions to Facilitate Positive Child Outcomes.
• Independent coders participated in two phases of piloting and met to discuss reliability results and revise the scale after each phase.
• 30 interviews were randomly selected from an existing database of CBC cases completed by school psychology graduate students between 2001 and 2008.
• Independent coders listened to audiotapes of the second interview in the CBC process (Conjoint Problem/Needs Analysis Interview) and identified statements made by parents that represented their engagement in the consultation process.
• Interviews were randomly assigned to a team of 5 coders who had been trained in the use of the Engagement in Consultation Scale.
• Data for parental risk factors were collected prior to the completion of CBC casework. Data for social validity measures were collected at the conclusion of CBC casework.
DATA ANALYSIS
• Correlational analyses were conducted to determine inter-rater reliability of the Engagement in Consultation Scale. Correlational analyses were conducted to determine the relationship between parent engagement in CBC and social validity outcomes (i.e., perceptions of acceptability, satisfaction, and goal attainment).
RESULTS
• Reliability:
o 25% of interviews were coded for inter-rater reliability. o Ratings were considered reliable if they were within 1 rating of each other. o Inter-rater reliability for the parent engagement measure was assessed using the intraclass correlation coefficient from a single-measure, one-way random effects model. Cohen (1992) .
DISCUSSION
• The Engagement in Consultation Scale has demonstrated acceptable levels of interrater agreement and reliability. Additional refinement of scale items may assist in improving the consistency between this scale and other empirically-supported measures used in the consultation process.
• Household income was the only family risk factor related to parent engagement. It may be anticipated that as household income increases, parents may have more time and resources to actively participate in the consultation process.
• Parent satisfaction and teacher perceptions of consultation outcomes are also moderately related to parent engagement. As parents are more engaged, they are more likely to be satisfied with the consultation process and teacher perceptions of positive child behavior changes may also increase.
• As parent engagement in consultation increases, teacher satisfaction with the consultation process may decrease. When parents are more actively involved in planning and delivering intervention services for their child, teachers may perceive that it is parents, rather than the consultation process, that is responsible for the child's behavior change.
LIMITATIONS AND FUTURE DIRECTIONS
• The Engagement in Consultation Scale is in need of further psychometric investigation. Research is needed to assess its construct and concurrent validity, and properties with teacher consultees.
• The small sample size (N = 30) limits the generalizability of these findings. Replication of this investigation with a larger, more diverse sample is needed to validate the conclusions and improve the external validity of the findings.
• None of the correlations obtained in the assessment of the relationship between parent engagement and family income/social validity reached significance, potentially due to the small sample size.
• Parent engagement during one stage of CBC (problem analysis and treatment planning) and one interview (Conjoint Needs/Problem Analysis Interview) was assessed. Future studies may investigate change in parental engagement throughout the CBC process using the Engagement Scale.
• The preliminary analyses reported here are correlational, and do not infer that CBC causes engagement. Experimental manipulation is necessary to determine whether CBC actively facilitates engagement among parents.
• Research examining additional parental and familial variables that may hinder or promote parent engagement in the consultation process is needed to inform future intervention efforts for children and families.
• Further investigation is needed to determine if parent engagement in the consultation process is related to child outcomes.
• Investigations are needed to determine if the engagement of other members of the consultation team (e.g., teacher and consultant) are related to parent engagement in the consultation process. Additional members of the consultation team may also assist in assessing the engagement of other team members to strengthen the validity of this scale.
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Sharing Information
Definition: The consultee provides information to the team that is pertinent to the child's development and facilitates the consultation process. 
Consultee's engagement in relation to
